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recalled the British gunboat policy against Satsuma in
1856 and urged the striking of a sledge-hammer blow.
Count Okuma and the Hochi demanded the expulsion of
the American missionaries, urging that the morals of their
own nationals were in more need of education than those
of the Japanese. The missionaries, as usual, blew the
Japanese trumpet, conferred together and with the
authorities, and enriched the cable companies by innumer-
able telegrams to the States denouncing their own country-
men and eulogizing the Japanese. Bishop Harris even
went the length of announcing that he was ready to die
for the Japanese. Mayhap he will have to do so one day.
The Taibci Doshikai, a political association to protest
against the Californian Land Law, visited Count Yamamoto,
the Premier, and demanded " Treaty Revision or War/*
and the Premier expressed approval of the movements
organized as being indicative of the national enthusiasm
on the question.

It is difficult to say how near war was between America
and Japan in 1913. The American Government regarded
it as a distinct possibility and, as the proceedings in the
Navy Committee of the House of Representatives at
Washington revealed, took the necessary precautions.
When harbours are boomed and the approaches mined,
there is generally trouble brewing !

I was at Nikko one afternoon late in April and was on the
point of leaving the Kanaya Hotel to return to Tokio,
when the late Major Wigmorc, the U.S. Military Attach^,
walked into the hall on his way from Chusenji to Tokio.
We travelled down on the same train, and he told me that
he had been urgently recalled to Tokio in fear of war
breaking out.

There is good reason to believe that the Yamamoto
Government was nearly forced into hostilities, in the main
by the popular movement. It was nearly faced with the
alternatives of war or resignation. The principal obstacle
to war was lack of money. Efforts were made to get
over this. At one moment Japan had negotiations pro-
ceeding simultaneously in London, Paris and Berlin which